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out of sight, and for fifteen years later the gneisses and
schists of Scotland continued to be classed with the primeval
masses which were supposed to be earlier in date than the
first beginnings of life.

How much longer the ignorance and indifference of
Scottish geologists might have lasted it may be impossible
to say, had not a happy accident once more called attention
to the forgotten fossils of Macculloch and Cunningham. In
the year 1854, Mr. 0. W. Peach, who had long been known
as one of the most keen-eyed collectors in Britain, and who,
moreover, added to his other powers an excellent knowledge
of natural history, so that he knew the value and meaning
of what he found, had occasion to leave Wick, where he
was stationed as one of the officers of Customs, and visit a
wrecked ship on the coast of Sutherland. Looking over
some of the weathered blocks of the limestones of D unless,
he found certain bodies which, though imperfect, were un-
questionably shells. These were sent by him to Murchison,
who, as we have seen, at once perceived the important
bearing which they might have in settling the age of the
rocks of the Highlands. At first they were compared to
some Devonian forms, but, as the latter geologist remarked
at the time, this could hardly be their true position, unless
Sedgwick and he had made some egregious blunder in their
sections of that north-west region of Scotland. These two
explorers had indeed been mistaken in their sections, but not
quite so much as this identification of the fossils with
Devonian species would have shown. They had correctly
placed all the Highland crystalline rocks below the Old Ked
Sandstone.
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